QUICK REFERENCE - "L" DISTANCE TABLE
LATERAL
WIDTH (W) 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
EXAMPLE OF "L” & "W" DESIGNATIONS FEET
POSTED MINIMUM
SPEED (S) LONGITUDINAL DISTANCE o (FEET)
SHLD. ﬁf (ROUNDED VALUES)

‘ ‘ 20 10 15 20 30 35 40 50 55 60 70 75 80

cofe s . .|\ @ . _
» °® W
® 30 15 30 45 60 75 90 105 120 135 150 165 180
SHLD.
| 35 | = | 4| e | s | tos | um | s | wes | s | ms | as | 2o
40 30 55 80 110 135 160 190 215 240 270 295 320
L
45 180 270 315 405

50 50 100 150 200 250 300 350 400 450 500 550 600
| 55 | s | vo | wes | =0 | oz | o | o | w0 | aes | w0 | ws | e

60 60 120 180 240 300 360 420 480 540 600 660 720
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70 70 140 210 280 350 420 490 560 630 700 770 840

TAPER LENGTH CRITERIA FOR
CHANNELIZING DEVICES IN WORK ZONES

TYPES OF TAPERS

TAPER LENGTH

UPSTREAM TAPER

MERGING TAPER -----------cnmmomomoooooooooo L MINIMUM
SHIFTING TAPER----------=--=oomoooooooooe 1/2 L MINIMUM
SHOULDER TAPER-------=-=-=-=-=-cosococoon 1/3 L MINIMUM
TWO-WAY TRAFFIC TAPER------------------- 100 FEET MAXIMUM

DOWNSTREAM TAPER---------==-------- 100 FEET PER LANE
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GENERAL NOTES

1-TABLE FOR "L" DISTANCE IS BASED ON CHANNELIZATION TAPER FORMULA FROM THE M.U.T.C.D. WHERE:

SPEED LIMIT FORMULA
40 MPH OR LESS L=WXx 82
MIN ——(——

60
45 MPH OR GREATER HI: WxsS

MINIMUM TAPER LENGTH IN FEET (LONGITUDINAL DISTANCE)
WIDTH OF OFFSET IN FEET (LATERAL DISTANCE)

w=Er
o

OR THE ANTICIPATED OPERATING SPEED IN MPH

2-"L" DISTANCE IS FOR APPLICATION WITH CHANNELIZING DEVICE AND PAVEMENT MARKING TAPERS
CHANNELIZING DEVICES INCLUDE DRUMS, CONES, TUBULAR MARKERS,

AND TRANSITIONS.
RAISED ASPHALT ISLANDS, AND VERTICAL PANELS.

POSTED SPEED LIMIT, OR OFF-PEAK 85 PERCENTILE SPEED IN MPH PRIOR TO WORK STARTING,

BARRICADES,

STATE OF

NORTH CAROLINA
OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF HIGHWAYS
RALEIGH, N.C.

7
DEPT.

"L" DISTANCE AND CHANNELIZING
DEVICE TAPER CRITERIA

ENGLISH STANDARD DRAWING FOR
TRAFFIC CONTROL DESIGN TABLES
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